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This   workforce   solution   was   funded   by   a   grant   awarded   under   Workforce 

Innovation  in  Regional  Economic  Development  (WIRED)  as  implemented  by  the 

U.S.  Department  of  Labor’s  Employment  and  Training  Administration.   The 

solution  was  created  by  the  grantee  and  does  not  necessarily  reflect  the  official 

position  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.   The  Department  of  Labor  makes  no 

guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect 

to  such  information,  including  any  information  on  linked  sites  and  including,  but 

not   limited   to,   accuracy   of   the   information   or   its   completeness,   timeliness, 

usefulness,   adequacy,   continued   availability,   or   ownership.    This   solution   is 

copyrighted  by  the  institution  that  created  it.   Internal  use  by  an  organization 

and/or personal use by an individual for  non-commercial purposes is permissible.  

All other uses require the prior authorization of the copyright owner.
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AGREEMENT ON SPACE ENTERPRISE NETWORKING BETWEEN

THE FRENCH AEROSPACE VALLEY ASSOCIATION 

AND 

THE CALIFORNIA SPACE AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, the French Aerospace Valley (AV) Association, located along the border of the French Regions of Aquitaine and Midi-Pyrenees and between the cities of Toulouse and Bordeaux in southwestern France, was designated by the French National Government as a “global innovative cluster” for aeronautics, space and embedded systems in 2005 and currently supports an economic impact of €10 billion in revenues generated by 94,000 direct jobs; and
WHEREAS, the California Space Authority (CSA), a member-based organization representing the interests of California’s diverse space enterprise community, was designated as the State of California’s official Spaceport Authority in 2004 and currently supports an economic impact of $31 billion in revenues generated by 71,000 direct jobs; and
WHEREAS, a spirit of cooperation has developed between the leadership and members of the French Aerospace Valley (AV) Association and the California Space Authority (CSA), hereafter referred to as The Parties; and
WHEREAS, The Parties are facing common challenges in education and workforce talent preparedness, in economic development and entrepreneurial innovation, and in impediments to international trade; and
WHEREAS, The Parties desire to establish a strong and fruitful cooperative partnership for the purposes of establishing an international collaboration on a reciprocity basis; and
Now THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Aerospace Valley and the California Space Authority do hereby agree to the following: 

Article 1

Principles

Cooperative activities shall be conducted on the basis of the following principles:

(a) Mutual benefit, based on an overall balance of advantages;

(b) Reciprocal opportunities to engage in cooperative activities;

(c) Equitable and fair treatment for the participants; 

(d) Timely exchange of information that may affect cooperative activities;

(e) Respect for each of The Party’s individual integrity and goals.
Article 2

Areas of cooperative activities

In accordance with applicable national, state and regional laws, The Parties shall foster, to the fullest extent practicable, the involvement of participants in the following cooperative activities: 

a) Addressing Education and Workforce Talent Preparedness:

1. The Parties agree to encourage partnerships between colleges and universities in the Aerospace Valley area of the southwest of France and California; and

2. The Parties agree to encourage the development of common content in aerospace and/or engineering course curriculum that are offered at colleges and universities in the Aerospace Valley area of the southwest of France and California; and

3. The Parties agree to encourage international exchanges of aerospace and engineering graduate students and university level instructors located in the Aerospace Valley area of the southwest of France and California; and

4. The Parties agree to encourage the establishment of a young aerospace leadership program that would exchange high potential undergraduate students between colleges and universities located in the Aerospace Valley area of the southwest of France and California

b)
Addressing Economic Development and Entrepreneurial Innovation:

1. The Parties agree to encourage cooperative efforts and partnerships between the member companies of The Parties; and
2. The Parties agree to encourage international exchanges of aerospace industry leaders between the member companies of The Parties; and

3. The Parties agree to encourage the development of a business to business networking platform, a type of “spacetech bridge” or “connectory,” that provides statistic, discipline and mapping information about aerospace and technology asset centers, research facilities and companies located in both the Aerospace Valley area of the southwest of France and California; and
c)
Addressing Impediments to International Trade:

1. The Parties agree that neither shall take action or support policies that provide solely for the economic benefit of the other, but rather, The Parties recognize the importance of free trade and open markets between the Aerospace Valley area of the southwest of France and California and agree that there must be minimized restrictions to encourage and sustain cooperative efforts and partnerships; and
2. The Parties agree to support reciprocal, open, non-preferential and timely access to technical information and regulatory requirements under both the Global Positioning System (GPS) developed and operated by the United States of America and the Galileo program currently being developed and ultimately operated under the leadership of the European Community consistent with the terms of the United States and European Union Joint Agreement on GPS-Galileo Cooperation; and

3. In support of reciprocal commercial opportunities in opening markets, The Parties agree to bring to the attention of the United States Government, the Government of France, and the European Union any situation involving practices not consistent with the terms of this Agreement
Article 3

Coordination, Facilitation and Implementation of Cooperative Activities

1. The French Aerospace Valley Association, in consultation with the Region of Aquitaine, the Region of Midi-Pyrenées, the City of Toulouse, the City of Bordeaux, and the Embassy of France in the United States, and the California Space Authority, in consultation with the State of California and the Embassy of the United States in France, shall coordinate and facilitate cooperative activities under this agreement.

2. The Parties agree to consult periodically concerning the implementation of the Agreement and the development of their cooperation.
3. The Parties shall encourage and facilitate, where appropriate, the development of direct contacts and cooperation between government agencies, universities, research centers, institutes and private sector companies and other entities of both countries. The Parties may designate other entities, including universities, research centers, institutions, and private sector companies to carry out activities under this Agreement.

4. All parts of this Agreement are subject to specific and further discussions and agreements as developments may require. 
Article 4
Joint Committee

A Joint Committee responsible for coordinating, facilitating and reviewing the cooperative activities under this Agreement shall be co-chaired by Mrs. Andrea Seastrand, Executive Director of California Space Authority and by Mr. Jean-Marc Thomas, President of the French Aerospace Valley Association.  Each of the co-chairs shall designate a surrogate(s) to act on their behalf and who shall take on the day to day role of implementing the Agreement. 

The functions of the Joint Committee shall include:

1. Providing a forum for the periodic communication between the members of the Joint Committee, their surrogates and any working groups that may be developed for the benefit of implementation of the Agreement; and
2. Identifying areas of common interest and overseeing and recommending activities under the Agreement; and
3. AdvisingThe Parties on ways to enhance cooperation consistent with the principles set out in the Agreement;

4. Reviewing the efficient and effective functioning of the Agreement and culminating with the preparation of an annual joint report to be delivered to The Parties on implementation progress of the Agreement; and
Article 5
Funding and Legal Considerations

1. This Agreement and the cooperative activities associated with it shall be subject to the availability of appropriated budgetary funds, resources, and personnel and in accordance with the applicable national, state and regional laws of The Parties; and
2. Each of The Parties, and all participants to the Agreement shall bear the cost of its own personnel and expenses associated with the implementation of the Agreement, although either of The Parties, or any of the participants may agree to pay for the costs and expenses of any of the other participants for a specific activity if they so choose; and.

3. Although this Agreement is a statement of the intent of The Parties to collaborate as outlined herein, it is not legally biding uponTthe Parties, it does not create legally biding obligations, and it cannot be the basis of a legal claim between The Parties.

This Agreement is entered into by The Parties for a period of two years, from 15th June 2009 to 15th June 2011.

Mrs. Andrea Seastrand 




Mr. Jean-Marc Thomas

Executive Director 





President 

California Space Authority




French Aerospace Valley Association
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