baggage car
n. the car of a passenger train that carries the passengers’ luggage, suit cases, etc.

berth
n. a bed or system of beds on a sleeper car

boiler
n. the system of tubes and chambers where water is heated to produce steam

boxcar
n. a rectangular, fully enclosed railroad car for hauling freight

brakeman
n. the crew person who typically sets brakes, throws switches, and performs other necessary train-handling tasks

caboose
n. typically the last car of a train that signals EOT and often carries portions of the crew and/or their equipment

conductor
n. the crew person responsible for the train

consist
n. the makeup of a train; the car list; what the train “consists” of

coupling
n. the device that connects railroad cars and locomotives to each other

cowcatcher
n. the triangular-shaped extension on the front of the locomotive used to push large animals or other obstacles out of the way

crossbuck
n. the crossed sign for automobiles that read “railroad crossing”

diesel
n. a type of locomotive using a diesel engine to run a generator which creates electricity to drive the wheel motors

dining car
n. where food is served at tables on a passenger train

driving wheels
n. the wheels of a locomotive that are powered

electric
n. a type of locomotive which gets it electric power from overhead wires or current-carrying rails beneath the train

end-of-train marker
n. the light device on the end of a train that marks the last car of the train; EOT

engineer
n. the person who operates the locomotive

exhaust
n. the used gases typically set out through the smokestack; adj. used, expelled

firebox
n. the location of the fire which is used to boil the water

fireman
n. the person who keeps the fire burning correctly on a steam locomotive

flange
n. the extended rim on the inside of the  wheel that keeps the railroad car on the track

flat car
n. a car with no sides or top for hauling freight “in the open”

freight
n. the goods carried by a train; adj. with goods being transported, as in “freight train”

fuel
n. the material that is “burned” to operate the locomotive; usually wood, coal, oil, or diesel fuel

gauge
n. the distance between rails of a track

gondola
n. a low-sided open-top railroad car

headlight
n. the main white lights on the front of a locomotive

hopper
n. a higher-sided railroad with bins; open or covered

lantern
n. a lighting device used by train crews to signal to each other

locomotive
n. the vehicle that makes the train move, usually at the front of the train

mainline
n. the long lengths of track that connect geographical areas to each other; not sidings and yards

observation car
n. a car for passengers that is usually high and full of windows for viewing the country side

parlor car
n. a specialty passenger car designed for comfort and enjoyment by the passengers

passenger
n. a person carried by a train; adj. of persons being transported, as in “passenger train”

piston
n. the device upon which the steam pushes against that moves back and forth in the cylinder

point
n. the “tip” of a rail on a switch that can be placed in more than one position to direct a train one way or another

rail
n. the iron or steel tracks on which the railroad wheels ride

rip track
n. a section of track where railroad cars are “repaired in place”

roadname
n. the name of the railroad, often written on the sides of railroad equipment either spelled out (“Pennsylvania”) or abbreviated (“PRR”)

roundhouse
n. a building where locomotives are stored and repaired; also called an enginehouse

siding
n. a length of track off the mainline – typically used for parking cars or entire trains

signal
n. any number of devices that communicate track and train conditions to the crew

sleeper car
n. where overnight train passengers sleep in berths

smokestack
n. the large “chimney” on a locomotive that exhausts smoke from the fire and used steam from the pistons/cylinders

spike
n. the large nail-like device that holds the rail to the tie

spot
v. to place a railroad car, usually on a siding to be loaded or unloaded

standard gauge
n. track where the rails are 4 feet 8.5 inches from inside to inside

station
n. where passengers get on and off trains

stationmaster
n. the person in charge of a railroad station or terminal

steam
n. the hot, gas form of water that is used to make the drive wheels of a steam locomotive turn by moving the piston(s)

switch
n. a section of track where two or more options for direction are available; a turnout

tank car
n. a railroad car designed to carry a liquid material

tender
n. the car attached to a steam locomotive that carries the fuel (and water)

terminal
n. where trains are loaded/unloaded, and arranged.

ticket
n. a small document that shows payment to ride a certain train on a certain date and time

tie
n. the piece of timber or concrete that support the rails

track
n. the system of two parallel rails supported by ties and ballast

train
n. an entire group of railroad cars and locomotives that are connected and travel as a unit

turnout
n. a section of track where two or more options for direction are available; a switch

turntable
n. a device used to direct locomotives in any number of ways, often at enginehouses or at the end of a line

whistle
n. the device on the locomotive that uses air or steam to make loud noises

